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By 
FOSIAH, 


Being a commendable Example for all 


PRINCE S, profesſing the Goſpell, to follow, 
_ Witha warning to all faithfull and. true-hearted 
Subjects to encourage their Princes in (0 
happy & courſe, 


7 o— ——— OO — — 


. x1 T'3M, 2. 15 3% 
1 exbort therefore firft of all, that ſupplications and prayers, and in 
erceſſons, and grving of thanks be.made for all men, for Kings, and 
#ll that are excellent, that we may lead a peaceable and quiet lifes 
ail godlin' fie and honeſty. 
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EITITTATTPTY 


To THE 


CHRISTIAN 


READER, 


Hou canſt not be ignorant (gentle Reader) 

how the Lord hath this long time, with 8 
full hand, porwred his blesſings upon this our land 
and people of England : for beſide infinixe other, 
how can we forget that bleſſed deliverance of Ro- 
miſh Egypt, the enjoying of the glorious Goſpell of 
ChriFt, and with it the aboundance of peace,ever 
ſince continued upon us ? the many and wonderful 


| preſervation! of our Church, King, and countrey, 


ſo that of necesfity we muſt acknowledge, that as 


* mth Tſracl and Judah, ſo with us the Lord hath 


dealt, towitt, that as thegirdle cleaveth to the 
loynes of a man, fo hath the Lord tyed 


himſelf to this whole nation, that we might ter. 13. 11+ 


be his people. But have we againe on our be- 
half e againe kept Covenant with the Lord, in ta- 
king him to be our God, to know, and cleave unto| 
him in all our wayes * Indeed 1 confeſſe to the 
glory of his name, that he hath, by the preaching 
of his Word, ſhowne us the meanes to ſeeke him, 
Out how 'ſmall account made wee of that his 
mercy and goodneſie to us , and how quickly 
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MUTITTTTTTTY 


ICHRISTIAN 
READER, 


Hou canſt not be ignorant (gentle Reader) 
how the Lord hath this long time, with 8 
full hand, porred his blesſings upon this our land 
and people of England : for beſide infinixe other, 
how ran we forget that bleſſed deliverance of Ro- 
miſh Egypt, the enjoying of the glorious Goſpell of 
Chrift, and nith it the aboundance of peace,evey 
ſonce continued upon us ? the many and wonderful 
preſervations of our Church, King, and countrey, 
ſo that of nrcesfity we muſt acknowledge, that as 
rich Tſracl and Judah, ſo with us the Lord hath 
dealt, towitt, that as thegirdle cleaveth to the 
loynes of a man, fo hath the Lord tyed 
himſelf ro this whole nation, that we might ter. 13. 11: 
be his people. But have we againe on our be- 
halfe againe kept Covenant with the Lord, in ta- 
king him to be our God, to know, and cleave unto 
him in all our wayes * Indeed 1 confeſſe to the 
glory of his name, that he hath, by the preaching 
of his Word, ſhowne us the meanes to ſeeke him, 
Out how ſmall account made wee of that his 
merty and goodneſſe to s » and how quickly 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


and jufily that care beyan, and ſtill continueth to 
be quenched Inus, whilſt we have ſonghe, not the ? 
Lo, d, but our [eluer, our profits, our pleaſures © * 
Let the wofull eſtate of our Ch*rch and people , 
(as touching ſpirizuall things) ſpeake, and beare | 
witneſſe, wherein now, after tno and thixty yeers * 
enjoying the Goſpels of our Saviour Chrift, there 
flill raigneth in ſuch aboundant meaſure , igno- 
rance, atheiſme, ſwearing, contempt of God and © 
his word, oppre{ſion,adulteries,drunkennes,andall * 
manner of ſin,in a1 places,among all ſorts, con= \ 
ditions of men, yea,in ſuch ſtrength,as we are come | 
(ay 59.15. unto that, that he which refraineth fromevil, 
Hol. 4.4 maketh himſelfea prey , and yet none may 
reprove or rebuke one another , what then 
ſhall we ſay to theſe things ? ſurely feare, left that 
complaint and threatning of the prophet again | 
Ifrael, belong alſo unto us, = 
Heare the Word of the Lord yeechil- 

-oſ.4.1,2, 3, dren of Iſracl (yea, and of England) for the © 
Lord hath a controverſie with the inhabi+ 

tants of the Land, becauſe there is no truth 

nor mercy, nar Knowledge of God in the 

Land ;by ſwearing, and lying, and ſtealing, 

and whoring, they breake out, and blood 

toucheth blood ; therefore ſhall the Land 
mourne , andevery one that dwellethther- 

in ſhall bee cut off, with the beaſts of the 

field, and with the 'fowles of rhe Heaven, 
and alſo the fiſhes of the Sea ſhall bee raken 
away : {ct us heare therefore and give eare,and 
: not 
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To the Chriſtian Reader; 


not be proud, for the Lor.ihath ſpoken it: 


kt us not truſt in lying words , ſaying, the ler: 13; rx. 


le of the Lord, the Temple of the 
this is the Tempie ot the Lord, but 


ler«7, 4» 


let us ſearch and try our wayes, an1 turne a- Lam. z.40,47. 


22inc to the Lord: let us /ift up our hearss mith 
our hands unto God in the Heavens » let us con- 
ſoder the time of our Viſitation , and the things 
thas belong unto our peace ;, let us all pray that 
the Lord, ( who hath the hearts of Princes in 
his hand, to turne as the Rivers of waters)nould 


Luk,r9,42, 


worke in our Magiſtrates, from the higheſt to the Pro.z1, 1, 


loweſt, the affeFion of David, that they ſuffer not 


their eyes to ſleepe, nor their eye-lids to ſlumber, prr;4.,,s. 


till by the bleſſing of God, they have brought 
' Englandto be (in farre more excellent manner 
then yet it is) an habitation for the mighty God 


* That they ſuffer not the faithfull Miniſters of 
3 Chrift, which ſhould feed bus Church, which he 


! hath purchaſed withhis blood, tobe uniufily Atts 20,274 
* ſlandered, jilenced, impriſoned, arraigned, ut- A 
terly removed from ther people and Mini/lery, as ler, 5. 31. 
much as lyeth in theſe, who contrary to the ex-* _p 5-3. 


* preſſe rule given us by Chriſt ,' by bis Prophers 
and Apoſiles, exerciſe dominion over thejr 


3 10. 9, IOs 
Mar. ty. 14+ 


fellow Mic, 3. 6. 


Elders, and the heritage of God. 

That they doe not till ſuffer the blinde to 
lead theblinde;; fuch as unto whom night 
is foravifion, over whom the ſunne 1s gone 
downe, and the day become darke. :But that - 


To the Chriſtian Reader, 


eccording to their authority and wiſedo ne, given 
" them of God, andaccording to his mill , revealed 
in his word, they provide by all gond meanes of 

god!y entrance inio the funfions of the Church, 

q'1et continuance therein, faithfnll performance 

of the duties of God, required to be done, ſufſt- 

| cient maintenance, good bringing up of youth in 
Tits-5.9* Schooles and Pniverſities , that the Chnrches 
hich have heretofore, by the mercy of God lear- 

ned Chriſt, in the Word preached, may hencefor th 

till be taught, and withall governed a-cording to 

Chriſt, his holy inſtitution and Ordinance, 

To move hereunto, hath this treatiſe following 
bin written, and is now publiſhed, wherein the 
duiy of Chriftian Princes and Magiſtrates , is 
plainely deſcribed in that mo(t ſingular example 

of Joſiah, the annointed of the Lord, who unto 
Judah was the breath of their Noſtrils, the 
Crowne of their head, yea, the joy oftheir 
heart, and who of the Lord was ſo accepted, 
as by his ſpirit he witneſſeth of him, that like 
unto him was there no King before, that 
turned to the Lord with all his heart, and 
with all his ſoule, and with all his might , 
according to all the Lawes of Moſes, nei- 
ther after himaroſe there any one likeun- 
to him, 
That the like affetion and prattice, may bee 
in our Chriftian Joliah and other Magiſtrates, 
it is thy duty (Chriftian Reader) to aske it at 


2'Reg. 23.25» 


therefore 
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the hands of God, who bath commanded ( and | 
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| tbemproſper that lorve bee. Plal, 122.6; 


To the Chriſtian Readex, 


therefore if our ſinnes binder not, is ready to hea 
us therein, thaiwe pray for K ings, and Goovere 
nours of his people, that they may fo rule, as ree 
may live peaceable lives under them, Yet if cod 
in his juſt judgement ſuflereth Magiſtrates. and 
Miniſters to abound in ſynne, yea diſſembling Pa- 
piſts, (the arch-enemies of Chrift, and hingerers 
of his Goſpels, by themſelves, and ſome other their 
friends, hinder the building of the wal; of Sins 
yet mourne thou for the abominations of 
the people, And aſſuredly thou ſhalt ſee Ezech.g.q 
that when they which would not kiſſe 
the Sonne, ſha!l periſh in his 
wrath,then all ſuch ſhal 
be bleſſed that truſt 


in him. 


Pial.2ar24 


Pray for the Peace of Teruſalew, let 
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SASPESSSNOESESSICSE 2: 
THE 


REFORMATION 


CHRISTIAN REL 1GI0N, 
By 
TO$SI AH, 


2K 1NG+ 23, 24, 25+ 26,27, 

Joſiah alſo tooke away them that bad familiar ſpirits » andthe South- 
ayers, andthe Tmages, and the Idols , ard all th: abominations, that were 
eſpied inthe Land of Judah, and in J-rufalem, to performe the words of the 
Laws which were written in the Booke of Hclkiab, the Prie#?, found in the 


* bouſeof the Lord. 


Like unto bim was there no King , before bim, that turned to the Lord , 
with all his beart, according to all the law of Moſes, neither after bim aroſe 


7 there ary like him, | 


Nuwithſtanding the Lord turned nit ſrom the fierceneſſe of bis great 
wrath, wherewith he was angry againſt Judah, becauſe of all the provocati» 
ons» wherewith Manafſes had provoked bim, &c. 


 Heſe words doe ſhut up the Hiſtory of the godly, and me- 
morable as, ofthe good King Joſiah by name, which al- 
ſo containe notable matter worthy the view, (as well to 
provoke unto duty, asto miniſter comfort if nced be) of thoſe 
rulers and Magiſtrates , whole excellent title doth make them 
ftand bound to the upholding and defending of the true Catho- 
like and Apoſtolicke taith. The Scripture ſet downe, divideth it 
ſelte into ſome deeds of King Ioſcab, and a decree of God, touch» 
ing that people of Iſrael, The deeds of Toſrab, are ſet downe and 

notcd to be an exceeding zealous reforming of religion. 
As touching his reforming of religion z It iscalled a turning 
co 


The reformation of Chriftian religion 
to the Lord-wherein weare to note his great and godly zeale » 


which 1s (et own to be excecdi 'g great both — and out - 


wardly,according tothe Law of Cod, ſuch as excee 
Kings belidess 


ed all the 


But before we come t: ſpeak particularly of the worthy ats | 


of this noble King, we have ſomthing to ſpeake, touching his Ot- 
fice and calling.For we which are the trace Church of God, built 


z Tim.3-16- ypon no man, but the writings of the Prophets & Apoſtles, Which 
were given by inſpiration from God, C briſt Jeſus being the corner ſtone , are 
ſv far off trom being of rh-ir minds, who Speakevill of lawfull autho» | 
Iude 8.verl. rity, and give forth Rayling ſentence againſt it, as that we both warn © 

them to avoid the condemnation of them that were carricd with 
Rom.13-ſ* like fpirit, & that they with all dutifullnes , Submit themſelves tothe | 


E pic. 20s 


P ſalm-249- 2411 powers for conſcience ſake , the relilting of whom is the reſiſting 
of Gud,who is able to Breakin preces all rebels, & to maintaine his 


own ordinance, to the good ot them thatdo well,& to the rerrour 


1 Per,3.13-14* of the wicked, that they be Subjel? toevery ordinance of man, for the 
Lords ſake, as to the King, or thoſe that are ſent of the King , to take ven- 
geance of them which drevill, and to the praiſe of them that do well, to have 
authority, not only over civill perſons, and in civill cauſes,but o- 


Deuer7- ver Eccleſialticall perſons , & in Ecclefiaſticall cauſes. To provide ; 


good laws,not only that men walk according to the commande- |? 
ment of the ſecond Table,in an outward obedience to ſuperiors,in * 
peaceablenes,in cleannes, & chaſtity,&c,4ut that the firſt be chiefly : 
regarded , that the true God be worſhipped according to his 2 
word, that Idolatry be caſt our, & Idolaters, & Hereticks, be pu» 7 
niſhed according to Gods word, by the ſword of juſtice. Where- / 
unto if Chriſtian Magiſtrates be notyct ſo forward,though we arc 7 


Deu-13+-5+ 


not to account them as tyrants, yet the Lords Miniſters arc to 
Hag1+&8. call uponthem moſt zealouſly, for the reforming the Lords houſe, 
as the Prophets did, yet did not take in hand to reforme it them- 
ſelves: wherefore we juftifie oſzab his Office, and calling to be 


of God , whoſe authority was as well over the Prieſts, as over . 


the people, to take order as well for the honour and 


worſhip of God , 'as for the pzace and ſafety of the Com- |! 
mon-wealth , , ſeeingthat God had given the inheritance of the | 
Kingdome to David » and his lawfull ſucceſſors : asother King« * 
domes arc given alſoby the King of Kings, to earthly Kings, and * 
£0 ? 


by Jos Tan, 


to their heires by a lawfull poſſeſſiontill hee in his judgement 
# ſhall cur off the entaile, Againſt which his government the 
ZPcophet Ejaiab ſpeaketh. not as of a thing unlawfull in regard 
he Þ ofhis young yeares ; for he doth not fay there, that ic is not 
| lawfull tor chil :rea to rule, bur he ſaith, that God will ſet up 
&s 7 children toruk them, which children , if they have nor the ſpirit of Eſay. 3. 4, 
JM 7 counſell and wiſe ome, but therein are as babes and children, 
ile J rhough they have hoary haires, they may be a plague for the 
«b © ſinnes of the people ; Howbeir, 'the fine is in their manner of 
Ire Jraigning, not in chcir raigning when they come lawtully unto its 
Z Now if God ſet children inage , and make them aged in counſel! 
rn and wiſeJome, aad the true teare of God, then not onely is their 
th Jraignelawfull, and the authority of their under-officers , and 
thy Relders of the people , whom they ſhall ſet up, but alſo for the 
ng Zcomfart of all the children of GoJ. Which thing alſo may be 
11s Ffaid, of the raignz of women, if God ſer up wicke! women (or 
ur womanilh m:n) to weare the Crowne , and to ex ?cute juſtice to 
the anation their raigne is lawfull , and not co be reſted , but the 

anner of raigning is wicked. Bur if Go4 lawfully tec up a wo- 
fra to the ſhame of men, to give advice an'! ta dire irvm God, 
for the goverament of che Kingdome, as ſum .im:s over [:ricl he 
\ Jet Debora, a mother in [ſrael, indowed with uis zraces more then Iudg: 4. 4. 
le- Ymany men,this is not only l-wfull,as that of rhe Queen Ut Sheba, 
,in Svhich came to heare the wiſdome of Solomon : or th 1 ui Candaces, fag pgs 
fly She Queene of Ethapia, whoſe Trealurer came to worthip at Jeru+ Cs 
his Jaem: but very ſoveraigne and comfortab'e co all taichtull aad 
"us Frue hearted Chrittians, Indeed we coateflc, they are to keepe 
re- Mvithin the bounds of Magiſtracy , they are not to breake our as 
re PWriab, tocxerciſe the pro, er cfhce of the miniltery, totcach, , Cro.26.18, 
to Expound the Scriptures, pray , and adminitter the Sacraments in 1 Tim,z.r3. 
ſe, Fhe Congregation? as it is not lawfull for Miniſters of the Goſ- 
m= Pell; to breake the liſts of their calling, ro take the Crowne, the 1 T<t+5e3 « 
be Scepter , or the ſword of juſtice into them to beare rule ,(and to 
7er Þecalled gracious and boyntitull Lords. )Burt if they by a lawfull Luke 22.34» 
nd gſucceſſionzeither after the death of the father,or husband, or b1 0+ 
m- Jther, &c. or any other way whereby the Kingdome & inheritar.ce 
Fis left in their hands, & committed to their government.their ti- 
Yt!c being good, & they being right inhcritrices, they are fit up y 
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The reformation of Chrifian religion 
eLord, theit raigne 1s lawfull, and thoſe under-officerss ſet up 
by them to be taken for the Lords ordinances. For Maachab , Aſa | 
his mother, and Athaliab, though one was put from government, 

Chrir5.6: the other to death, the Kingdome was in neither of their hands, Kyho! 
” King.11.15. Aſa being above his mother, as Solmonabove Bethſeba, and Taſh to 
: raigne before Athaliah , which had bloudily and unjuſtly uſur- 

d " ©4 

FNowthen we having declarcd the lawfulnesof the calling of this Ko; 
Magiſtrate, being a member of the Church of God, and young in fu 
yeares (for he was but cighr years old, when he began to raigne, 7 

+ King.22.1. foure ycares ſooner then his father, and one yearelater then I- © 
aſp) we are tolooke upon the zcale which he had in reformation A &: 
of Religion. In that it is faid , He trrned to the Lord againe, itisa Ric i 

z Cro. 33-1. ſpecch drawne from- men» who in ſeditious times, withdraw * 

2 Cro, 24-1 themſelves from the'r lawful] governour, to take part with uſur- 
pers ,. to riſe up againſt their King and Soveraigne , who _ be» * 
ing afterwards touched with a ſight and feeling of their fooliſh- 

nefſe, returne againe, throw downe themſelves art the feet of their 

Princes , promiſing to ſhew all faithfulneſſe, wayting for favour , 

and it noteth unto us firſta treachery that was in Toſiah , and in 

his p=ople, againft the Lord whom they had forſaken, and againſt 

whom they roſeup, which weare alittle to ſtand upon , before # 

we come unto his converſion, | 

This treachery had ſh:wed it ſelfe notably» both in his father 

eAmon, and in his grand-father Manaſeth , beſides in other his 

5 predecefſours, from the dayes of Solomon. Indeed Solomon , in the 

OP wrt prime of his raigne, built the houſe of God, and eſtabliſhed the! 

22?” worſhip of God, according toall that David had received trom 

 Cr0.5+1, Godby writing » but heafterward quenching his zeale with the * 

pleaſures of {inne, was lead from honour to ſhame, and ( had not *' 

Gods mercy ſaved him} to eternall deſttuRtion, whoſe ſonne Rehr- © 

boam, loſt ten/parts of the Kingdome, after him ſucceeded Abjjam, 

; King.1r.1r. Who walked in the apoſtfie of his father Reboboam, where but 

r King.12.16. that God was minde1 to fhew mercy to David, hee had: 
- 19:75-3-+- put Out the light of 7ſrae!, but for his fake he gave to Abian! 

"i. Aſa,andaftter him good Jehoſaphat, whoſe hearts the Lord ſtirred 

x Kinge22.43; Up toa zcale of his houſe. Burt Tehoſaphat matching his ſonne with} 
z.Cre.21-6. Ahab; danghter, tnade a way for /cborambis fonne;to be as wicked 
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$0anc in like manner, But Ahazthe ſon of TJobam, walked in the z Cro.25.2. 


his 3 


Fic is ſet downe both generally , that it was the ſame that the hea- 
T then commited, more particularly , he fet up open Idolatty, 
3 both inthe Land of Tudz, where was fet up and maintained the 
* worſhip of Baal, the Sunne, the Moone, and the Starres, for 
{ whom were appointed high places, and Altars, an4 Groves, for 


7 to be warſhipped beſides himfſelfe,. maintaining allo witch-cratr 
| and ſorcery , tamiliar (pirics and (outh-(ayers, to ſtir up the ho-- 


by Jos Ian. 
Abb. Zehorams wife was eAthaliab, by whom he had Abaziah, , WS 
F-ho dycd in the firſt ycar of his rai3n?. Athaliabulurped after the , Kjn, r5.1.4. 
pilling of all the royali blou1 except Toaſh, the ſonne of Ahaziah, 2 Cro.w,rr, 
$- hom che Lord marvellouſly preſerved to the Kingdom: , and to 2 Cro. 2442. 
2 werne inhis teareall the dayes of /choidab the Prieſt : whoſe fon 
£Z1maziab , did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, 
T&i:0ugh he had his faults: ſo did his ſonne Vz234þ : and Zotham his 


rayes of /eroboam,& the wicked Kings of Iſrael:he begat Ezechlzh, & 26.4. & 27, 
Iwho dettroyed the abhominations w ich-his tather had ſet up. But #: 

* this Cmaſſetb the ſonne of Ez:chiab, in him the meaſure ot apo- > Cnehnts 
Rafie was in a manner fulfilled, As touching whoſe wickednefſe, © 94 


2 King.z1,1, 


} £0 offer even their owne children by fire to the Divels , and alſo. 
3 as it wcre to provoke the molt jealous God the more, he ſer up his 
: Idolacry inthe houſe of the Lord , where he could not abide any 


ly one to anger the more: wherefore God ſpdke in his wrath, that 

he would dcale with them , as he had dealt with Samariah, and. 
{weep them cleane out of the Land, and forlake them, and deliver 
them upinto the hands of their encmics. Againſt all which finnes, _ 

if Joſzab had not ſer himiſelte and beat them down, he might have * "8-12-13 
beene guilty as Amon his father , of all the Idolatries from Sol. ** 3*4 6: 
on, to the death of eAmon, both becauſe he might clfe be ſaid, to 
have committed them inthe loynes of his father, and might have 
becne {aid to have iultified them , had hee not labovre] utterly to 
caſt chem out in great zca(e, although he had not in his owne per- 
ſon committed the ſamethings ,.whichas it may be good forall 
to thinke of, ſothat they may leave flattering of themſelves, when 
they are not touched with a zeale of religion, and a delire to re-- 
cover that fayour ot God, which their fathers have loſt, So had . 
Kings, and Princes, Rulers, and  Governours, necd to be- 
ſticre. themſelyes , when it is recorded unto them how their - 


S-* blaod : 


The Reformation of Chriſtian Religicn, 


bloud an1 tocke have bin ſtayned with falling from the faith, ineo 
{pirituall whoredome, Idolatry, and ſuperſtition. 

It is well knowne, that the faith was once fince Chriſts com- EY 1ma 
lude.z.v, ming, given to the Saints, and the Goſpell was preache1 through i to t 
2 Th. 2:3- cheworld, bur fichens there hath becne a deteftton anda generall Y1 gr 
falling away from the fait in the whole worid , and the man of yt 
Rer.17.1.2, finnehath beene revealel, and the whore of Bbylm, who hath IB ya 
made all theworld crunken with her cup of fornications, To IF wh 
leave other nations, it is well knowne , how our whole State in # up 
this nation, though God hath ſhewed great mercy in rayling up KY @1t 
Miniſters to make the darknefſe diſcovered, to make the truth ma» AF gy 
nifeſt, to call men to faith in Chriſt, and to obedience to the f kn 
Goſpell. Yet it hath beene a fooliſh people,and a itiffe-necked, ej- pr 
ther ſtopping theeare chat it ſhuuld not hcare, or pulling backe MY 4 
the ſhoulder, that it would not beare the yoke of obedience. Ir? 
Our Kings, Princes, Judges, Magittrates , people and Miniſters, F of 
have committed two cvills, They have forſaken the Lord, and digged Þ\ {c 

pits : was it not enough for them to have forſaken that moſt ſfoys= * 
raigne doctrine of alvation ? By faith in Chriſt onely , of true 
Rom. 3422.&c. love, proceeding from alively faith, of free eleftion to falvation, 
-—_ [3:34+ before the world, of the uſe of the holy Scriptures , for 
okas,, = the trying of Do&rine , of the true miniſterie of the Goſpell, 
Roms 12,5. and the lawfull Dilcipline and Government of the Church : 
Mat. 18, 17, But they mult perſecute the truth, worſe then Jewes, ſpitctully 
intreat the Lords Miniſters, burne all thoſe that proteſſz to 
bee ſaved by faith in Chriſt Jeſus onely : Burne all che books 
of the Scripturcs: Bring into the Church his greateſt ene- 
mie, to bee made head of the Church, as it were in deſpite 
of Chriſt, that ſame Antichriſt of Rowe, with his do» 
&rine an1 government, to preach ſaſvation by workes, by 
giving Money to the Pops, and his Prieſts, to have for- 
giveneſfſe of {inacs paſt and to come, to ſpue out blaſphe- 
mie, which dcfile a man, and to forbid the eating of ſome | 
meats, which are ſo farre from dcfhling a man, as that 
they are commanded to bee received with thankſgiving : 
to forbid Marriage, honourable for all men, and to let up 
brothell houſes, to prophane the Lords day » and to in- 
vent new Holy-dayes , to forſake God , and to worthip Angels, 
Saints, 
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Saints, damned ſoules it may be, filver, gold , ſtocks» ſtones, 
Images ſet up in high(treets , in Churches , and glafſe- windows, 
to bring in {ſundry degrees of Miniſters, ſome Cardinals, ſome 


J Lords, ſome Lords graces, ſome blind guides, dumb dogges>%c. 


What worſhip was in long prayers » bawling ſongs , out- 
ward appacell, coapes, ſurpleſſes, rochers, and. tippets, all 
which, and a thouſand more abhominations had they ſer 


J up, as men of whonr Adanzfeb, and that people will bee ju- 


ſtified at the day of judgement, All this may humble our King, 


3 our Nobles, our Judges , our whole people , who may 
FT know by remembring and reading , this to have beene the 


provocation of Gods wrath , wherewith our predeceffours, 
our parents , our progen:e, have provoked the Lord: of which 
finnes and wrath of God wee are juſter inheritours then 
of any lands or dignities they have lctt us. They went not 
ſcot free : but what if the full vengeance bee referred to this 
proud and ſecure age, what if God will require ſatisfa&ion for all 


| rhe finnes from William the Conquerotr of this generation ? God will Exec. $.20; 


not the death of a ſinner» but that death ſhould be threaineg, that they which 
beleng unto the Lord, may by bearing , feare and repent for thoſe things, and 
fake a new courſe : T he forme ſbould not die for the fathers offence ale, but if 
he be voyde of the Spirit of God » and do: quot openly profeſſe a forſaking of all 
the ſinmes of bis predeceſſours , but walke in ſ\me of them , if God condemne 

bim, he doth bim no gerong, Joſiah he turned againe to the Lord , hee 

profeſſed a mifliking and condemning of all the ſinnes of 
his fathers , and was ſore couched and humbled' for them, 

and beſtirred himfelfc to reforme them 3 and good reaſon , leaſt 
hee being found in the finnes of his fathers, hee ſhould have 

beene partaker of their *plagu:s , hce knew their reaſons to 
bce madnefſe, who would have cuſtome to make finne to 
ſtand for a law. Bur as touching his turning to the Lord 
and his reformation , it is noted to bee throughly done, 
and to be truely done, Ir was done with all bis heart and' witb 
all bz foule , it was neither for an outward ſhew, nor done 
any whit doubtingly, or with any unwillingneſle or coldnefſe, 
but as of afull perſwaſion and great earneſtneſle, neither was it 
any rafh zcale, but it was according To all the Law of Miſes, 


which vvas the rule and direRion from God for the _ 
Oo 
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of his' Majeſtie and the ordering of his Church : as alſo this is 
here noted , ſo in this Chapter and the next before it is ſet down 
more at large , where firlt is ſer downe his manner of lite to be 
well pleaſing roGad, that ic was uncorrupt as Davids, then the 
going in hand with ths worſhi» of God. In the eight yeare of 
his Raignz, and the ſixteenth of 1s age , there is noted in the 
2 Chron. 34. how hee gave his minde to a zcale of R:1igion , and 
an earneſt (tudic of the feare of God, In the tweltth yeare of his 
Raigne, &twenticth of his age is ſet down, how he threw down 
all the monuments of Idolatry that were in the Land of Jndab 
and Jeruſalem tobe ſeene,, who himſelfe looking on, ſet men on 
work to throw downe Balaams Altars, and their Images, to break 
downe the Idolatrous groves and their Images, either graven 
or molten , which he ſtamped to peeces » and itrawed the duſtof 
them upon the Prieſts graves, and burnt the Prieſts bones upon 
their Altars, and as he did this in the Land of Iudab, fo hes did 
thelike in the parts of Tſrae!, bordering upon them ,, being be- 
come tributaries, Ephrains, Manaſſeb , and Simeonto Nephtali, Ate 
ter the ſcouring of the Land from this filth, he in the eighteenth 
of his Raigne, and twentie ſixth of his age, ſetteth in hand with 
the houſe of the Lord that was at Jerzſalem , ſending his warrant 
to the high Pricſt for making ready the money that was gathe- 
red, and the delivering it to the Maſters of the worke, who might 
ſet men on worke to build the Houſe, After which he heard of 
the finding of the booke of the Law of Afoſe; that was loſt : He 
cauſed it to be read to him, he humbled himſclfe, ſecing the feare- 
full threatnings againſt the whole Land: ſent to Hulda the Pro- 
pheteſſe, tobe more confirmed of the Lords purpoſe, and whe- 
ther God would ſhew him any favour , after his bumbling and 
receiving of ſome comfort, that God would ſhew him favour , 
and deferre the vengeance till after his death ; He called a Parlia- 
ment of the Prieſts, the Prophets , and all the Elders of the peo 
ple, canſed ail the words of the Law to be read unto them, 
bound him \:1fe and all the people by Covenant to be the Lords 
ſervants , to doe all the words that were written in the booke of 
theLaw , Hce cauſed all the Idolatrous veſſels to be brought out 
of the Lords Houſe , burnt them as deteſtable without the holy 
City, and with the duſt propbaned ſuperſtitious _— : put 
Ovvne 


in a A _& ws aA . tt wins 4a ASC So WHeytu Sen WW LG Ca mHWHrU 


— a. Ae A 59-28 i. ak an 


w?ten for our le 


x -_ -— 
Jos 1an. 
downe all the (hemarims which offered incenſe to the Idols? _ 
He carryed the grove out of the Lords Houſe , burncd it and 
calt the duſt upon the peoples graves : He brake downe the bro+ 
thell houſes : He called rhe Pricſts from TIdolatry , which had 
becne defiled toa private life , defiled Topheth, hi abhomina- 
tion of Adobcb : Hee fl2w the horſes and burnt the Chariots 
dedicated to the Sunne ; Hee overthrew the Monuments of . 
Idolatric in Ababs houſe , and thoſe that were ſet up by Sals- 
mon and Teroboam ., with the Idolatries of Samaria, He Terg< 
boams Pricits, and burne thetr bones, on the Altars,  Fucther- 
more hee gave commandement for the celebrating of the 
Paſſcover , appointing the Pricſis and the. Levites to their 
charge, totheir Ocders, and ſeyerall places,ito offer Sacritices, 
andto teach the people, and to doe the Service of the San- 
Auary, with the Singers and Porters in thcir ſtanding , and at 
every gate t Hee commanded: the Arke to be putt inthe Tem- 
plc, the Pricſts andthe people to bee prepared and fanQifed 
by a due humbling : Hee gave Lambes and Kids thirty chou- 
land, and Bullocks three thouſand , fo that the chiefc Pricſts 
Were provoked to give two thouſand fix hundred,&three hun- 
dred Ballocks , the chiefe Levitcs five thouſand , and five 
hundre!l Bu:locks, and the Pafſeover was kept, with the feaſt of 
unlcavened bread , ſuch a keeping of Paſſeover as 'was not 
from the dayes of Sumwe/the Prophet, neither did all the Kings 
of 1ſrael keepe the like. All which doe declarcthe thorough 
converſion that was in Joſiah, ſo that it might well bee aid, 
T bat be turned with all bis beart and all bis faule : Which example ſo 
godly and fo famous , we muſt not thinke it ſer lowne as ſuch 
an Hiſtorie that isto pleaſe the ſenſes and to paſſe away , or 
that concerned thar people onely, and not us : But the whole , 7; 
Scripture given by mſpiration of God, is profit able to teach, to improve, to 
corre(s, and to inſirnl# mn ” ;ſnefe » and mbaiſoever 1 written , 1s Rom.1 544. 
ing. And asthe cxamplesof thewicked who felr 
Gods ju'gements, 1o the examples of the godly » upon whom 
the Lord magnified his mercicsarcwritten for ourinſtrufion, 


' to admoniſy c,.0n m,wpeon whom the end; of the world arc come:whertore ; Co, to41 19 


bur of this one cxample, ſo approved of God , there ariſcrh 


great comfort ,as unto Other C oa & Magiltrats,ſo 
unto 
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unto the Kings moſt excellent Majeſtie, whom God hath tnadez rhe 
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Governour of Governours within theſchis Dominions, and all 
thoſe that have beenc ſtirred up of God in ſincerity to ſtreng. 
then his hands in the reforming of thoſe Idolatries and ſuper-Wl ,1,, 
{titions, that wickedneffe and rebellion , chat wee and our fa« ( v 
thers have fallen Tito, and were deepely ſunk: downe in. True chi 
it is, we and our Governours are cond-mned as hereticks, and 


(ec 
as thoſe that will not beleeve as the Church doth belceve, nor Ch 
yeeld obedience to our Holy father, nor ſucke the breaſts of as 


our Catholick: Mother , we deſpiſe their doArine, wee caſt of 
their government : bur all arc not heretickes that walke not in 
the wayes of their fleſhly fathers. If Þſtah had beene fo called 
by the ten Tribes who followed Jeroboam, and walked in all the 
waycs of Achab,and now felt the whip : had he and his people 
therefore beene herericks >-If we after the way which they call here. 
fre, worſbip the God and Father of owr Lord and Saviour Teſia Chritt, i 1 
why ſhould we not take comfort , while wee for doing well are evill® 
foken of ? But it is for this, we beleeve not as the Church belec-Þ q, 
veth, becauſe we profefſe notbing to be beleeved neceſſarie to. ſalvation 
which is not conteyned'in the writings of Moſes and the Prophets the Ape- 
files and the Eyangeliſts, That wee profeſle ſo indeed we cannot Ml & 
denie, for our owne hand-writing is in ptint for all theworld 


al 
toſee, Burt it the Church be they chat are built «pn the founda- £c 
tion of the Prophets and dpoſtles, Chriſt Teſus being the corner Stone : TM 11 
the Church be they , that ſearch the Scripmregs that therein they may i 0, 


find eternal life : That neither adde to the written word , nor take away | q 
from it: T hat bel eve no otber Goſpel,then that which was pre & ſet Ms 
downe in weriting's though it came in the manner of an Apoſtle or Angell Y c 
frombeaven : then let them not condenme us for this profeiſion, $ 
leaſt they giving forth ſentence of condemnation againſt us the ® 
true Church of God;who with Criſt Ieſus ſhall judge the re-® 
probateAngels,throw back the ſentence upon their own-pates, # | 
upon whom as theie that 'are fallen, it ſhall light moſt juſi}: WF « 
Why ſhould they require of us to.acknowledge the Pope of Ml x 
Rome to be our headand King , our Arch-biſhop to order Ml « 
the Church at his pl-aſure, and to command our Magiſtrats @ # 
what heewill, to rule over the conſciences, and to puniſh MI | 
with civill puuiſhmcnts, In the Church may any bee called 


Father } 


- 
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Father or Rabbi which is great; after any ſuch manner as 

the Pope doth require, as hong it were in any man to 

ſave, or to ſet downeany way of his owne head to ſalvation : 

Amangft the Miniſters it is ſaid, that they are all as bre. 

threns and- equal], whoſe Lord and Maſter is Chriſt Jeſys, Mate23+7- 
( whois the onely high Prieſt, the onely Arch-biſhop and 732% 
chiefe Shephcard of our ſoules ) for the inſftruftion of his x.14,24.25, 
ſervants, came to ſerve, and not to bee ſerved : He cannot bee 

Chriſts Vicar » ſceing his promiſe is to be with the Church, Mar. 28+ 30, 
to theend of the world 2 for his being the Succefſour of Peter, Mar. 26. 73, 
how can that be ? ſeeing hee bewaylerh nor his fall , hee recej- G2/o2-1 1+ 
veth nat reproofe, hee giveth no account of his doings, he ac- _ arty 
knowledgeth himſclfe not a fellow Elder: all which Peter did. Mc 
For exerciſiu,gth: ſword of juſtice, or to have dealing in civill 

affairs» or to over- rule the conſciences,what can be more proud 
and.Lucifer-like ? When God ſaith , They ſhall not governe as 

Lords of the Natiuns , be Lords over Gods heritage, or be cal- 


iT led graciow Lords, and he faith, be will : nay hee will be fo in-x 1... Jo 
X deed. Why ſhould we not therefore renounce and tread downe - 
@ the tyranny of the man of ſin brought in by our fathers,as well 


as ofiab cait out Teroboams taigningyentertained by his anceſtors, 
ſeeing cheſe rwo brethren, the Pope and /eroboam,are (o like one 
anther, as he that had but one eye, would acknowledge them 


-$J to be chuldren of one father , the Devill. They ſay, webave 


not obeyed our morher,by our mother they mcane the Church 
of Rome that now is. But if ſhe be none of our mother, if ſhe hath 
defiled the marriage-bed,and be divorced from our Father, and 
ſetteth her love upon thoſe that are no gods , and is become a 
common harlot , and receive into her , damnable doQtrine, 


J the ſced of Saran, wee may not obey her nor follow after her, 


for feare leaſt wee being partakers of her finnes, wee become 


& alſo partakers of her plagu:s, no, it was our parts to pro- 
& felle againſt thas fall ricked 


and wicked dofrine , except wee 
ſhould be poyſoned with it, and ſo ſweepe the filth out of our 
Land and our Aſſemblies for the worſhip of God, to throw 
Out the blaſphemous Mafſe and Mafſing Prieſts their wor- 
ſhipping of Idols , to throw downe their Idols , their 


Altars, their Rood-lofts, their Latin prayers, their unproti- 
C 3 table 


Deut3 174.15, 


18723.C.14» 
Pſal, 13.2024 


* Reg S-5- 


pl Regal5el Is 
2 RCg.12440 


: Reg.1 0.44 


The reformation of Chrifian religion 
table Ceremonles , partly Tewiſh , partly Heathenjſh, partly of 
their owne deviſing : to ſweepet c enchline cages oe Ab- 
byes , the Priories, the Nunries: that wez have entertained 
the prongs the Goſpel, the miniſtring of the Sacraments 
ordaineJ1 of Gol , that wee pray in an.underſtanding tongue, 
that we profeſſe our faith not to be grounded upon man , upon 
Conncels, Fathers, the Apocrypha writings, but upon the 
Canonicall Scriptures, that the Church is not to admit an 
C-remonies for the worſhip of God, contrary to his word, 
If this be commanded by (09, what are wc, that we ſbould de» 
ſpife his commandement , and continue in the provoking 
of his wrath , ſceing wee are not ſtronger then hee, and 1c 
is ſo fearcfull a thing to fall intothe "es, of God, No, our 
horrible ſinne is, thit wee have not bcene fo thankefull to 
GOD, for reſerving our Prince and Governours , and 
ſtirring up their hearts to ſo worthy a worke in the glo- 
rifying of God , and the procuring more bleſſings to his 
children , then all our tongues can ſpeake » that wee havenot 
in our prayers to God , ſtrengthened their hands to finiſh the Þ; 
worke. They have done inthis, but as this good Prince did, 
and had they onely this one example to follow , isit not writ- 
ten that the King whom God ſhall ſet up, ſhall fudie diligently | 
the Law written by Moſer, and feare God, and ſee obſerved all the words © 
of the L aw, and the ftatutes there ſet dorone to doe them, Was not Iofiah * 
commanded thefame thing, that the Broke ſhould not depart from |: 
bins, but be ſhould ſtndie it , and doe according to all that 4 written in it, © 
without departing either to the right band or to the left ? was not this * 
the care of Toſhnoh, Sabmm, David, Aſa Joaſh, Ezechia,as alſo of |! 
Chriſtian Emperours and Princes, which reccived the Gofpell, 
which reform:d abuſcs in the Church , and cſtabliſhed the | 
true worſhip of God, according to his word: ifthat which we | 
have done be not commanded of God , let them ſhew it « if it 
bee comnlanded, Jet them bluſh that ſpeake- againſt it, 
The Lord diſcovering daily the poyſon of their hearts 
by their impious praftiſes, But wee are not to be afſha« 
med , nor repent us of that wherein wee have done the Lords 
commandement, as fithens which time wee have taſted deep- 
of his mercies, whereby hec hath moſt ſweetly allurcd 
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n3 28 with eirwitng ſongs , which might have peirced Ad- P(l.38.4. 


ders, that ſtoppe their cares never fo cloſe, to be carryed 
with his love to goc on with the worke till all were fink 
ſhed, according to the patterne ſer downe in the word, 
that it may be ſaid , Wee turne une the Lord with all onr bearts, 
with all our ſoules , with all our firength , according 19 all the Law of 
(Cbrift Teſws , ſt donne in the writings of Moſes and the Prophers, 
the Apoſiler avd Evangilifts, And although the finne of our 
Fathers hath beene ſo great , that ir provoked God, as the 
ſinne of Manaſeb, to ſweepe them and us out of ourLand, yer 
God hath beenepaticnt toward us, and not ſuffered his wrath 


to breake forth upon us, although ir hath almoſt caught us: Rem-244- 


All this is to call us to humbling, to faſting and — x 
to renting of hearts, and to ſecke for graces from heaven , 
whereby we may zealouſly goein hand a freſh with the worke 
left unperfe&, that we adde thoſe things in the Church which 
be wantiog , and cut off the things which are ſuperfluous ,and 
now if God hath humbled our King and his Nobvles, not with 


a feare of Haman and the reſt of the enemies , but wirha view of Helt- 4+ 16. 


Gods wrath , which by our true humbling, may turne upon 
our enemies,and if it behis pleaſure(or rather the will of God) 
that we faſt and pray for him , that hce may find favour inthe 
eyes of his Lord and King Chriſt Ieſus, that not onely hee may 
havethe golden Scepter held up to his comfort,bat encourage- 
ment to Peake and to make his EI the promiſe of the 
grant totheeſtabliſhing of Chriſts Kingdome , ifhis defire be 
that the will of God, touching the government of his Charch 
be laid b:fore him, as the booke of the Law was brought be- 
fore Joſiah, if to this end hee bath gathered the learned Mini- 
ſters,the grand fathcrsof the Land,and the moſt godly among 
the people, if his purpoſe bee as Þſrabdid, to make a Covye- 
nant before the Lord, that they will follow the Lord and 
keepe his Commandements, without turning to the right 
hand or to the left, then it betokeneth God will yet worke 
great things for his Church, by this meanes, then let the 
Lords Miniſters mourne , and they that are his rememberers 
ive him noreſt. Let the honourable Fathers; and they thac 
it at the- ſeat of Tuſtice, give glory to God in confeſling 
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their finnes,andall they whoſe hearts are true to God, and their 
Prince, and deſire not the day of thcir owne deftrufion doe 
likewiſe z And ler adiligent ſearch be made afcer that whole 
order that God hath ſet downe for his houſe , which 1s his 
Church, and let the Scripturcs be judge , If the Scriptures doe 
dctergine that man hath authority to aboliſk the offices for 
God his Church , which Chriſt hath ſer downe to be perpetu- 
all, thz Paſtours, the Teachers, the Elders, and the Deacons , 
ineverie Chacch and Congregation , that man hath authority 
toitake the keyes trom the Church » whereby they may un- 
locke the Church doores, and Chriſts Kingdometo the repen- 
cant, and locke our the ſtubborne, to rake away their autho« 
rity, to cle& and ordaine Minitters , to decide controverſies 
touchiag principall points of Religion an1 things indifferent, 
by meetings and Synods, ſpeciall or gencrall, It the Scrip- 
tures doe (et downe expreſlly or by anecefſary conſequence,that 
man hath authority to ſet up other offices in Gods Church , 
then Chriit hath ſet downe, as ſome f:w Lords Biſhops, with 
their Chancellors , Arch-deacons . Commillaries, "Regiſt:rs, 
Summoners, &c. to governe thouiands of Churches , to that 
every Lord Biſhop » may doe what him liſteth withi: a large 
circuit , comm-n! the Congregativis, as the receiving of 
dumb dogs,blind guid<,id-] hs a lings," aſſe-prielts, 
Papiſts,adulterers,uſurers,&c.the coplaining of gocly & pain- 
full preaching paſtours, zealous againſt Popery and {in, labou= 
ring to bri-1g the people out of ignorance, (uperRition, idola- 

try, and 1ecllion, that they may worſhip God in ſpirit and 
trath, and be: ſub-j:& ro lawfull authoritie for con(ci- 
ence lake, the complaining of thoſe that are diligent hea- 
rers of the word preached, tor ſome forbearing. of Cere- 
monies onely , which for offence fake, they in a conſci- 
ence 2s they thinke grounded upon the word, cannot bee per- 
ſwadedtouſe, without any malicious meaning , defiring re- 
ſolation : And this complaining. of th:m doe they com- 
mand, that th:y may revile them, forbid them to preach, 

excommunicate them, &c, If by the Scriptures one Bi- 

ſhop may ordeine Minilters without his fellow Elders, 

without prayer and faſting , and the advice of the people', If 
: their 
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|* and foundation of che Churches, and were notbouad o ſp:ci- 


3 Governours, ant Deacons, as being ſufficient to make us meer 


| by Jos Tan, 

their Courts and the things done in them , the reading and 
ignorant nriniſters, and thoſe of lewd life bee approved by the 
teſtimony of th: holy Scriptures , then after a-lawfull and in- 
different hearing and ſeeking toGod in the humiliation of the 
ſoule, lct theſe officers have written«in their tore-heads , the 
name of the Lord , and let the perſons bee proclaimed the 
Lords annointed, and let the deſpiſers thercot , bee taken for 
the deſpiſcrs of God, and let them endure the puniſhment meer 
for ſo haynous tranſgreſfors,that Gods wrath maybe removed, ; Keg, 1439, 
and the re{t may fcare to doe the like, But if it be written, 

T hat the Charch is the Hiuſe of God , to bec ordered by none , bur * Tim-3.r5; 
by the order of the houtholder himſelfe ſet downe in his 
word, that the Lord himſelfe ordained an holy miniſtery to 
bee in every Church { belides the genefall offices of the Apo», . 
(tles, Evangeliſts, and Prophets, which ſerved for the planting "Yu 


Exo1.23.9. - 


2 Tim.3.16, 


ally to one Congregation) the offices of Paſtours, Teachers , 


togcther in the unity of faichand knowledge , to'make us one 
body of Chriit, and members one of.anather, that Chriſt hach 
alſo left gifts tor every one of theſeoffices,charged the Teachers k 
to take hee co teaching, the Paſtours to cxhortation »the El- 
ders toruling, the D-2cons to diſtributing »-hath given the 
Charch aucho: itie ro bind and.-o looſe. That is, toexcom- Mate18.18,' 
municate and co receive into-the Church , that the Miniiters 

ſhould be ordained with faſting and prayer, by laying on the A&. 14.23: 
hands of the Eldetſbip after the ele&ion of the people : if ic 

be not writtea chat the Miniſters ſhall be Lords over their fel- 

low brethren, or over Gods heritage , much lefſetyrannouſly 

to over-rulc the conſcience as ſome: does, If their offices and 

Courts bee not approved by the Scriptures, then what» 

ſoever good intents pretended, . whatſoever . cuſtome , or: 
univerſality alleadged, let them.. be branded in the fore- 

tread with a blacke coale, as prophane things which God 

hath -not called or ſanftifiel , but being remnants of 
Antichriſts governnient, or at the leaft mins preſumptu» - 

ous Inventions, ler them fall downe as things ft 


on fire, with the Coalcs. of the . Altar of the _ 
9. 


om,12 .6 


Fial. 91er- 
Gen. 7.19. 
Exod. 13.21» 


Mar. 6, 33+ 


r Sam-2-30, 


Pro.1.30, 
Pial.131.4. 
Plals5o.15. 


The Reformation of Chriftia# Religion, 
holy Scriptures,and let the Goſpel which hath ſo graciouſly 


prelerved-us, raigne amongſt us : Chriſts officers and governs 
ment be perfectly eſtabliſhed among us, according to the 
Scripture, and let all they whoſ: hearts and tongues the Lord 
hath ſer on worke , give him no reſt yntill our King, and our 
people may ſee the glory of the Lord round adout them, and 
all chings being reformed with the zcale and wiſedom of 1o- 
fioh, according to the word of God, They may dell for ever 
under the ſhadow of the Almighty, as in the Arke of Noab, and un- 
der the pillar of fire by night, and cloud by day, where a thou- 
and may fall at their right hand, & ten thouland at their lefr, 
and yet not touch them. This worke as it concerneth cſpecl- 
ally thoſe, who amongt the reſt are inſtead of the eyes, to ſur« 
vey the whole Countrey, and tongues to enformethe moſt ſa- 
cred Senate : So they are more eſpecially to bee prayed for, 
that God will fo open their eyes and guid their hearts arighe, - 
as that the lawes for Chriſts Kingdome, may bee firſt ſoughe 
after , cryed for and eſtabliſhed , whereby the other good 
lawes for a peaceable and quict life , may bee ſanRtified and 
bleſſ:d of God, and without which there is no true peace to 
be looked for, orthat reverence ſhall be given to good lawes, 
ſet forth,ſo that all the Parliament houſe,may know for a ſure» 
iN, that ifthey honour God, God will honour them : If they 
chooſe the Lord Jcſus ſo to be their King, as that nr prefer 
his Ilawes for his Kingdone, and the frec paflage of the Golpell, 
they ſhall be accounted a wiſe and underſtanding people as a+ 
ny 1s this day under the coape of heaven, if they will hcare 
the wiſedome of God, which in the Scriptures hath ſpoken 
0p 6g hath cryed ſo by the voice of his ſervants whom he 

ath ſent, T hat ſhee is almoft boarſe , and ſtretched ont ber bands till 
ſhe is almoſt weary, there is mercy with the Lord: in the day of their trou» 
bl: they ſhall call upon the Lo:-4,& be ſhall deliver thems,and they ſbal glo- 
rifie bim, But if they diſhonour God, God will diſhonor them ; 
It they caſt away the Lord, the Lord will caſt away them : If 
they caſt away the word of the Lord , what wiſedonme is in 


them, bethey eſtecmed never ſo wiſe ? If he cry untothem,and 


they will not beare, they ſhall one day cry unto him , when he 
ſhall not heare, butlaughat their deſtrution, and then what 
| will 


by 
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wit become of oar whole people, of our aſſemblies for 
w of God; our ſcarcs of: juſtice , TI 
ſcares, Fathers, Matters, whac will become of our z our 
wives, and children, our families, our poſſeſſions, nay of our 
ſoules, or ofthe great name of God, which the enemies would 
blaſpheme in- our confuſion ? W herefore they whom God 
hachfcaled up, they tha love the Lord, letthempray , That Tamey.c0. 
Gods nome may be ballowed, and his Kingdsme may come , apd bit will 
may be -dne, even til they ſee it, T he prayer of the righttans availeth 
much» if it be firvent, They that be men.of wiſedome , let them 
with knowledge, uttcrance, favour, or any way that Godſhall 
ſhew them, rather looſe all, Then the peark of price, or, T he tres- 
ſure bidinthe field. Let thoſe houſes of worſhip, eſpecially whem 144... 1.4, 
the Lord hath made righe worſhipfull , with the feare of his 
Holy name, and nodi —— the Gaſpell , whether 
their armes be anticut, or the Lord hath lately advanced chem 
above their brethren , ro whom the people reſort for holy 
juſtice, and tryall of their rightcous cauſes , to whom the 
poote lookeupfor proteRion,and ayde, againſt oppreſſion and 
tyranny, wherewith the proud, ambitious, and covetous, vex 

m, pinching the'very ſoules of them , and pining them ts 
dcath» fome , yea thonſands , beingalrcady dead, and ready 
daily{the hower of the naturall death, and the day of judgo- 
ment being fo uncertain) to be caſt into utter darknefſe, and 
the fire unquenchablc, as millions have beene before them 
{ome ſceing their miſery and: their wounds ſo bleeding, as 
hardly may be ctanched, whcn'they ſec T beir feeders ever fleeſing, ler. ro. 21.33; 
nd ſoldomeor never almoſt as water ſpilt upon the ground, 1. 2. 
that cannot be gatbered wp , being ſcarſe able to breatb, looking 
to their Lords, their godly Magiſtrates , the men of Counte- 
nance and authority? «As the vallies below , wait for the ſiveet drops Ezc.3 4.10! 
of the gracious ſhowers, diſtilling from the mauntaines about thera , lee 
thoſoFathers of theirCountry, rowſe up themſelves, and look 
about them, who are called Shepheards , becanſe they are 10 ſee the 
People ſed, and ruerſe Fathers , becauſe 1hey are 10 ſee themto bave the 
ſmcere Milke. of the Word. And Watchmen , becauſe they ave to Ezc-33.b, 
foe tbe watob hept , who by the fword of juſtice are firſt 19 maintaine 
the worſbip of God , and the miniſtery of the Goſpel! , the onely =_ 

D 
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of prart ; "aid 1hi:roote: of all tras righreouſneſe- Let them lay their 


-heatls *zogerher 'and adviſe of this matter yas the molk ſove» 


raigne good to'a Common-wealth 2 if they ir ſtull at this 


time, will it not be lamented? Nay, may it not be thought 


certainely , That God may ſend falyation another way, 
though” they juſtly periſh as guilty of their, death-, whoſe 
Puke 12re purchaſed with the blod of God ? Wherefore aq the people 
crie untg them aloud , I'meanc their miſery cryeth ſo ,t 
the deate ſhall fo: heare it, that their eares ſhall-tingle.. . Let 
them crie and maketheir c6mplaintsto the moſt ſacred Senat, 
that they-may crie unto the Kings moſt excellent Majeſtic, 
that we ali rhrough Chriſt Ieſus may crie more ſtrongly unto 
God theFather , who for his ſake will:hold backe no-good 
thing from thoſe that love him, that God may heare the King, 
th: King may heare the Parliament the Parliament may hear 
the Fathers of the Countric , the Fathers may hearethe chil» 
dren, and the common people ,and we all with aur faithfull 
Paſtours and: Teachers , the offices and Lawes that God: hath 
ſer downe in his word, may worſhip the Lord an ſpirit and truth, 
10 the praiſe of the grace & mercie of God in all boly Congregations t 
Chriſt Jef, What is the cauſe( trow ye) thatſhould make 
thote who ſhould be forward in.this worke, ſo dumbe atd fo 
tongue=tyed, fo bound hand and foot, that they cannot ſpeake 
one word , walke one ſtep » lend one lift , nor make One cleare 
tignewiththeeye, the finger. or \the toe, to declare their 
good deſire towards the profperity.of *the Lords-bouſe ? Belike it is 
becauſe they forecaſt what evill ſucceſſe will follow o zea» 
lous attempts , or what a point of wiſedome it would bee, ta 
bec cloſe and quiet, Truc it is , when Joſiah had done. all 
according to the Law & God , with a perfe& and upright heart , yet the 
alt. Lord who in the dayes of, danaſſek threatened an 
utter deſtrution to the Houſe: of Judas and the inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem, would not be appeaſed for all this_, neither 
turned he from the fiercenefſe of his wrath , whercwith hec 
was angrie-againſt «du, becanſe of all the provocations 
wherewich Afanaſſeb had provoked him, but faid , Hee would res 
mage: Tuda ont of his ſaght ,, as hce put-away 1jrael, and would caft 


eff.the (wie of Teruſakm, which be bad choſen, and the bouſe —__ 
ad 


on di SOooaes on. tc oc et A ESR wor 3-1 
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1 (be nutwe' ſhould be there , and} indeed that © people 


F-14 *that threatenirig. moſt ſare'; For ſhortly after Joſiah 
was tiken away by untimely dcath,. by Pharaoh Necho King of 
Egypt» and his ſonne Tehobae was carryed in chaines to Egypt 
and dyed there; andall true Religion was abolithed , they firii 
became ſervantsto the King: of Egypt, after rothe' King of 
Babylm, and not long after thirty yeares expired ithey were 
brought to ſervethe King of Babe! in a molt hard & cruell fer- 
vice,eil1 ſeven times ſeven years had paſſed over, & who knows 
&h whether the ſame juſt God, provoked in like maner in the 
diyes of oar Idolatrous fathers, and inthe dayes of Philip and 
Marie, hath not ſerdowne fuch a ſentence againſt this' our I#- 
de and Teruſalem as cannot be reverſed? whe hack whether 
after a thorough reformation had and cftabliſhed, ourgracious 
Sbyeraigne may not be ſaddainly taken awayin token of Goes 
hot- inkindled wrath againſt his pz _ ſhortly after , and 
they become ſervants to ſtrangers, and many goe not to Fgyps 
or Babylon, but to hell, to ever aſting fire, prepared for the De« 
vill and his ſervants. Theſe things indeed ſhould both our 
King and Parliament , Mainilters , Magiltrats and whole peo- 
ple rake to heart : for God is no lefle zcalous of Juſticenow 


TOLSST: 


thenbeforetime , our contempt af God as great crery way as ,, , 
be Zepn.241,2. 


theirs, yer if God commandeth us to ſeeke bin while bee may 


, if hee will have vs to heare him while zt w called to day, Þ.. g5. 5, 


if God calleth. for humbling and turning unto him with all 
our heart, and wirk all our ſoule ; with faſting, weeping and 


mourning if hec biddech to fecke the Kingdome of God and loeT 2. x2. 
hisrighteouſneſſe , why ſhould we not (though he killus) doe Mar. 6. 3, 
his commandement? Let us doe our parts,and let the Lord doe lob'r3, 15. 


what ſeemeth good'in. his owne cyes, it he ſhall bur ler our 


eyes to ſce the Chureb in hee brightnefſe but one day,as the Marke 9, 4 


Diſciples: faw Chriſt her ſpouſe glorious in the mount, that 
ſhall be ſo joyſull a day , as may cauſe all the fairhfull to 
praiſe God for ever, God is able to doe great things, and will 
doe for his choſen for Chriſts ſake, Joſrab hee found double 
favour at the Lords hands; - Firſt ; hee enjoyed the true wor- 
ſhip of God, the. comfortable .promilcs of his word: all 


his life time, then he was oped away bcfore the evill came 
| 2 


which 
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ners, ſo bes gracious and mercifull , low to anger, and rea» 
dy to forgive a people broken-hearted,'repenting and turning 
unto him-, and who knowcth whether God will repent him 


or haſten the grand reformation, when Chriſt Teſus ſhall come 
for our full deliverancc, | 
Shall we complaine of the great hinderers of this worke 
that are informers.and adviſers inthe Senate, or ſhall the taulc 
be all laid on King Charles, whom God hath-ſet up in Joſiabs. 
place, as one not ſe willing and ready to this worke as, /oſpab 
was ? Nay letus complaine of our ſelves firſt , who arenot ſo 
thankefullro God , for that which hee hath wroughtby the 
hands of our King Charles , and for that God hath itirred up 
fo many inboth the houſes, not a_ to looke into ,.and to. 
x Cor. 16356. favour , but to be z:alous alſo of this holy cauſe, Butas ſur» 
mifingand ſuſpeRing , doth often argue want of love, ſo when 
ie brcedeth in men infidelity in God , and a ſloathfulneſſe to 
neceſſary duties» it muſt needs procced from a lying/ſpirit. 
Nrovezt. 1 It is God who carrieth the hearts of men., yea and Princes; 
and turneth ther as ic pleaſcth him}, without whom no Mo- 
narch of all times , much lefle a Pr.nce being a gracious King, 


ſands, haveſcene in theſe his Dominions , neither had Þſcab 
becne ſo wholly bent,to-takoin hand and goe thorough wich fo 
wotthy a worke : who can tell whether God bath: appai 
the incouragement to come from his: faithfull and. true-hcar« 
ted ſubjefts , at the williagneffe of whom he may be flirted up; 
cither by the Spirit. of God, or by word, or writing, as Kin 

: Chro.15+ 2+ Afe was ſtirred up at the writing of Auaniah,who after hceha 


they by faith in God, be moved to doe his will.. Bur if by 
infidelity they be affraid to doe his worke, there is'nothing 
for themtotrultro, The Lord war with you (laith hee Y while 
jee were with im, and-if you ſecke him; bes will bein aveadineſſe for 
you : but if you forfake bim, bewill firſaktyou- He ſheweth an exam» 
pl: of the Ifraclices, who had fit long veichout the-truc. im 
| 


tel >1,3, 14. which God had thteatned. Asthe Lord is juſt to puttiſh fine. 


of the evill , or at leaſt , {deferre the plagaerill after our dayes,,, 


had brought ſuch-light out of fo great darkeneſſe , as thou- : 


"Ix 


ſpoken before allthe Aſſembly» ke delivered unto him,whercs- \. 
in hee (trewed , that there was nothing they aced to feare, if | 


WP... a4 


112 FOOT ave. 1 > 
che Law, und without teaching Pricſty who if they.had re» 
formed theſe things , God would have holpen them ; Bue 

they did not, God delivered them to be beatcn 8 vexed 
with their enemies » whereupon he grounded his exborcation, 
that they be ſtrong in thee LOnfly £968 ſuffer Te Yorkgeo 
ſlacke , waiting ra cling om | rd. | 
which, as he was flicred v to a riotable reformation of things 
amiſfe, ſo the Lord gave him a' rOtable ſacceſſe, ſo long as he 
cntthanate and-why ſhould we: doubt. of ſuch a like worke 
now | l Ns | if 
What if thereare ſome of the pillars andigrave Fathers of the 
Church, chat with many ſivelling titles ſet downe their ſcr-- 
tencegthar all is ſo well as cannot be' amended ? It yet they flic 
che lighr of che Scriptures. , or would not havethcirtryall ro 
be made , it is a'ſore figne their- eonſejence- doth accule thery * 
that ſay fo, and that it is becauſe they feele their own2 nclt 


® warms, If Apoſtles, nay Angels from heaven, ſhall fay as they Iohsg goo. 


= fay, weare by —_— cheScriptures, to try the ſpirits, and 2 100.4-1» 


-# the docrinwhich is of God,and which is not: it might be ma- 

| 7 op ofchcchiefelt inthe Chutph, ſkid asmuch. in thedayes of 
Dfiab , yet was not his cnough for Jofiob, and the godly Ma- 

giltrates to'reſt upon; they wereto take heed to the Law of - 

God, whatfoever they ſaid. If ic be looked before reformation, . 

thac the Miniſters (hoald aH agreofirtt amongſt themiclyvcs, the 
Devill will aever ſuffer chargexcepe ehey will agree ina lys,and 

God hach decreed ; That bereſids muſt be in bis Church, that the ay- 

proved may be made known. | | 

The beſt way for agreembat is, to-defire that both ſides may - 
= come before the Word, that there may be an agreement-inthe 
> truths From the which though ſome ſhall obſtinarely difſene , 

yet are not the godly Governours to ſtart,. if the Civill Magy-- 
ſtrates ſhall thinke the labouring in this- caale little to con- 
cerne them, in as mnch as their duties coocern© the bodics an1 
oarward (tat: of men',. they may not be ignorant, thar' their 
charge is ro ſre men with their: bodies- ourwardly,. to worlbip 
the Lord according to his Word : which Magittrates, though 
the Churchcould wa: 'tand do well, yet if God fer chrarup for 


the good ofthe Church , they are firſt to defcndthe Chriitian 
D:3, faizh, 


ry TE __ —_ —_—— —_ —_ — 
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faich, & the truc worſhip of God that ſer thenviipfis for Feare 

ofdanger by innoyation and alteration ofthe — of the 
»t 


Eſtates fear of the reprochey and mockes of mensthatwwill not 
know that Chriſt 1s the Lord anq King: to raigne over his 
Church , feare of thennbridled malice of unreaſonable men 
that have not faith, which this worke might ſer on-fire, feare 
of lofle of caſe, of honour, of pleaſure, ir was not the fearc of 
any of thoſe, could let good I#ah to goe through with the 
worke, the true feare of the Lord poſſeſſing his heart; as it'is 
not to be doubted, but the fame ſpirit hath his workingat 
this time more mightily, then all men ſec in-many,whoſe god- 
ly zeale may be much maliced , but ſhall never be quenched , 
whoſ: glorious light in the truth , the light of any flames ot 
firc ſhall not be able to put out- or darken , whoſegitrsroge- 
ther with the number of fach'faithfull, the Lord iocreaſe. 
Bur howſocvyer the Lord ſhall work at this time, we thought 
it needfull to avoid the guiltineſl: of the ſpilling of much coſt- 
ly and precious bloud, by breaking forth into a profeſſing of 
our earneſt deſire of the citabliſhing of the Kingdome of Chriſt, 
and the true government of his Church: Theſu'ſtance where» 
of, our godly Fathers and br:thren , have in writing plainly 
ſet downe and drawnc into Tables, to behold atone view, and 
are we afſtre our ſelves labouring befor: 5 in the worke,' We 
are not ſo dangerous'to the Magiltracy, ſecing we acknowledge 
itto be from the Lord, and whereurto-tu: j:&ion is to be gi- 
ven inthe Lord : we defire no Cixurrhplat-torme of our owne 
inventing, but that which is bleſſed vf God, and ſantified by 
his word: whatſoever idolatry and ſuperſticion, and falſe wor- 
fhip of God hath beene caſt out , what ever true worſhip of 
God hath beene fer up, we approve it, we praiſe God for it; we 
defire a going forward to perfe&ion, and to « reformation of 
all thi:gs according to the words As our prayers to God ſhall 
be for ourgracious Soveraigne,and for the moſt Honourable aſ- 
ſembly ofthe Land , ſo we put the worſhipfull Fathers of our 
Country, the Juſtices, and men of authority, whoſe eyes may 
take pitty of the poore people which goc a begging , Ce for 
lacke of the food of their ſonles, and ſome of their bodies, an1 
both 


by Jos Tam | 
both wayes realy to famiſh, We ( I ay ) av is our duty., py 
em in ry chat at this time A bone whale Io, 
buy their repentance full deate too ſoone,, but that they b 
heir hamvle ſceking to God , their ſpeaking in che =S 
theic ſtudying firit co underſtand it, and lay ic to heart ) by 
rrocuring other to ſpeake, by writing, by travaile, if need be, 
hey leave no ſtone unturned , wayting for the bleſſing from 
him, who is the Rocke upon which the Church is fo ſtrongly 
buylt, as hell gates are not ableto hold it in, who is the head: 
ſtone, that holdeth all together, ro whom we commend. 
the whole worke, that is to,Chriſt Jeſus, to whom. 
with the Father and the holy Spirit, be all 
honour and glory, for every 
and ever, 
Amen. 


The reformation if Chiiflion Religion 
faich, & the tracworſhip of God thatſet them tip.As for feare 
ofdanger by innoyation and alteration ofthe corruptionof the 
Eſtates feare of the ceproches and mockes of men»that:will not 
know that Chriſt is the Lord and King: to raigne over his 
Church , feare of chEnnbridled malice of unreaſonable men 
that have not faith, which this worke might ſer on-fire, feare 
of lofle of caſe, of honour, of pleaſure, ir was not the fearcof 
any of thoſe, could let good Ioiah to goe through with che 
worke, the true feare of the Lord poſſeſſing his hart, as ic is 
not to be doubted, but the ſame ſpirit hath his workingat 
this time more mightily, then all men ſec in many,whoſe god- 
ly zeale may be much maliced , but ſhall never be quenched , 
whoſ: glorious light in the truth , the light of any flames of 
firc ſhall not be able to put out. or darken , whoſegitrs roge- 
ther with the number of ſach'faithfull, the Lord iocreaſe. | 
But howſocyer the Lord ſhall work at this time, we thought 
it needfull to avoid the guiltineſſ: of the ſpilling of much coſt- 
ly and precious bloud, by breaking forth into a profeſling of 
our earneſt deſire of the citabliſhing ofthe Kinagdome of Chriſt, 
and the true government of his Church: Theſu"ſtance where» 
of, our godly Fathers and brethren , have in writing plainly 
ſet downe and drawnc into Tables, to behold atone view, and 
are we afſore our ſelves labouring befor: 5 in the worke,' We 
are not ſo dangerous to the Magiltracy, ſeciug we acknowledge 
itto be from the Lord, and whereurto-tu:j:cion is to be gi- 
ven inthe Lord : we defire no Cixurchpkt-torme of our owne 
inventing, but that which is bleſſed vf God, and ſantifed by 
his word: whatſoever idolatry and ſuperſticion, and falſe wor- 
fhip of God hath beene caſt out , what ever true worſhip of 
God hath beene ſer up, we approve it, we pratſe God for it, we 
defire a going forward to perfetion, and to a reformation of 
allthi;.gs according to the words As our prayers to God ſhall 
be for ourgracious Soveraigne,and for the moſt Honourable aſ- 
ſembly ofthe Land , ſo we put the worſhipfull Fathers of our 
Country, the Juſtices, and men of authority, whoſe eyes may 
take pitty of the poore people which goc a begging , ſome for 
lacke of the food of their ſonles, and ome of their bodics, an1 
both 


by Jos Can 4 
both wayes realy to famiſh: We ( I ay) avis our To 
m in wink; chat at this time they be not rele, eek. 
hay their repentance full deare too ſoone}, bur that they b 
heir humble ſceking to God , their ſpeaking in che cauſe 
theic ſtudying ficit co underſtand it, and lay it to heart ) by 
"rocuring other to ſpeake, by writing, by travaile, if need be, 
hey leave no ſtone unturned , wayting for the bleſſing from 
im, who is the Rocke upon which the Church is fo ſtrongly 
buylt, as hell gates are not able to hold it in, who is the head: 
(tone, that holdeth all together, ro whom we commend. 
the whole worke, that is to,Chrilt Jeſus, towhom. 
with the Father and the holy Spirit, be all 
honour and glory, for every 
and ever, 
Amen. 


